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House of Burgess: Trump defends 
Confederate statues 


President's adviser attacks Statue of Liberty 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


August will be remembered as the month President Trump’s administration 


attacked the Statue of Liberty and defended Confederate monuments. 


Aug. 2, Stephen Miller, senior White House adviser, argued with CNN’s Jim 


Acosta about the administration’s proposed legal immigration crackdown. 


“The Statue of Liberty says, ‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free,’” said Acosta, referencing Emma Lazarus’ 


sonnet, “The New Colossus.” 


“The poem that you’re referring to that was added later is not actually a 


part of the original Statue of Liberty,” Miller shot back. 


(The sonnet was actually created as part of the statue’s fundraising effort.) 


Speaking of being added later, most of our 1,503 public Confederate 


symbols were hastily erected to intimidate. 


“There were two major periods in which the dedication of Confederate 
monuments and other symbols spiked,” reads the Southern Poverty Law 
Center’s April 21, 2016 report. “The first began around 1900, amid the 
period in which states were enacting Jim Crow laws. ... The second spike 
began in the early 1950s and lasted through the 1960s, as the civil rights 


movement led to a backlash among segregationists.” 


This administration has a foggy historical sense of white supremacy. As I 
wrote in my Feb. 8 column, “Administration’s alternative history,” Trump 
started Black History Month by saying long-deceased abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass was doing “an amazing job and is being recognized more and 


more.” 


As I wrote in my April 26 column, “Administration’s lies consequential,” 
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released a statement Feb. 28 after 
meeting with presidents and chancellors of Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities at the White House, calling these institutions “real pioneers 
when it comes to school choice.” During his introductory remarks March 6 
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Secretary Ben 


Carson called slaves “immigrants.” 


Trump even has a fake Civil War marker between the 14th hole and the 


15th tee of his Sterling, Virginia, golf course. 


““Many great American soldiers, both of the North and South, died at this 
spot,’ the inscription reads. “The casualties were so great that the water 
would turn red and thus became known as “The River of Blood.” The 
inscription, beneath his family crest and above Trump’s full name, 
concludes: ‘It is my great honor to have preserved this important section of 
the Potomac River!’ ... The inscription was evidently not fact-checked,” 


reported The New York Times’ Nicholas Fandos Nov. 24, 2015. 


As I wrote in last week’s column, “My grandfathers fought Nazis,” three 
died and dozens were injured Aug. 12 during the Unite the Right Free 
Speech Rally in Charlottesville, Virginia; chosen by organizer Jason Kessler 
due to the City Council’s April decision to remove Confederate monuments. 
Cities all over are now taking similar actions. (Including Helena, Montana, a 


state that didn’t exist until 1889.) 


“This week it’s [Lee.] I noticed that Stonewall Jackson is coming down,” 
Trump said during his disastrous Aug. 15 press conference. “I wonder, is it 


George Washington next week? And is it Thomas Jefferson the week after?” 


Trump’s fervent defense eclipses even Confederate leaders’ descendants: 


e “We are writing today to ask for the removal of his statue, as well as the 
removal of all Confederate statues from Monument Avenue. They are overt 
symbols of racism and white supremacy, and the time is long overdue for 
them to depart from public display.” — Jack Christian and Warren Christian, 
Jackson’s great-great-grandsons, Aug. 16 letter to Richmond, Virginia, 


Mayor Levar Stoney and the Monument Avenue Commission. 


e “If they choose to take those statues down, fine.” — Robert E. Lee V, Lee’s 


great-great-grandson, on CNN, Thursday. 


e “In a public place, if it is offensive and people are taking issue with it, let’s 
move it.” — Bertram Hayes-Davis, Confederate President Jefferson Davis’ 


great-great-grandson, on CNN, Thursday. 


I’ve always loved history. But it matters which parts we celebrate. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached at 765-454-8577, via 


email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


